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        Syosset named its valedictorian and 
salutatorian, Michelle Li and Kai Wang, for 
the 2020 graduation class!  Congratulations 
to both on an amazing accomplishment!  
Both Li and Wang are recognized for their 
accomplishments with speeches during the 
Class of 2020 Graduation at Hofstra Univer-
sity to be held on June 24, 2020, where over 
540 students will leave Syosset High School 
and move on to an exciting new chapter in 
their lives.  
        Michelle Li was named valedictorian 
for having the highest grade-point aver-
age (GPA) of her class.  Li is honored to be 
named valedictorian and said “it felt very 
surreal” because it was “extremely hum-
bling to be named valedictorian for a class 
with so many other high-achieving and 
hard-working students.”  Not only is it an 

amazing accomplishment to be named vale-
dictorian, but Li is the first female valedic-
torian since the class of 2014. 
        It is very challenging for students to bal-
ance academics, extracurriculars, and a so-
cial life as incoming freshmen while nthey 
are adjusting to the rigor of their course load.  
However, many students, like Li, are able to 
engage in a variety of activities which she 
credits due to being able to “stay organized” 
and “to manage [her] time properly.”  Li is 
involved in various clubs that encompass 
a wide range of interests such as Science 
Olympiads, Quiz Bowl, National Art Honor 
Society, and Students Against Destructive 
Decisions.  Syosset High School offers over 
one hundred different clubs to allow stu-
dents to pursue multiple interests.
        High school, specifically Syosset, allows 

students not only the opportunity to pursue 
their interests, but learn more about oneself.  
Li states that “high school really allowed me 
to develop my personality and learn to be 
comfortable with who I am.”  The Syosset 
School District encourages diversity and ex-
ploration while trying to foster a culture of 
innovation and acceptance through multiple 
classes, clubs, as well as school initiatives.  
       As the graduating Class of 2020 pre-
pares to begin the next part of their journey, 
Syosset wishes them the best of luck.  Look-
ing to the future, Li plans to focus on study-
ing science in college but hopes to “explore 
more classes and more fields in college.”  A 
huge congratulations to Michelle Li and Kai 
Wang as well as the senior class on their ac-
complishments and hard work!

Syosset Names Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Gabrielle Unson

News Editor
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         The coronavirus (COVID-19) originated in Wuhan, China in 
December of 2019 and has since taken the world by storm. With 
over 150,000 cases and 5,000 deaths globally, the coronavirus has 
been labelled a pandemic (a disease that has spread worldwide) by 
the World Health Organization (WHO). The first confirmed case of 
the coronavirus in the United States was declared on January 21, 
2020 in Washington State. Since then, the coronavirus has rapidly 
spread across the US, with over 3,600 cases across all 50 states. 
Due to the ease of transmission of this disease and possible reper-
cussions, the stock market has plummeted by over 2,000 points; 
worse than the 2008 recession. As of March 13, 2020,  President 
Trump has declared a “National State of Emergency” regarding the 
outbreak. 
        It comes as no surprise that as a bustling center of commerce, 
people, and culture, New York would be one of the states hit hard-
est by the coronavirus. Cases in New York started to pop around 
the start of this month, and now, only two weeks later, there are 
over 500 confirmed cases statewide. A few days ago, New York 
Governor, Andrew Cuomo, announced a “containment zone” in 
New Rochelle, one of the largest clusters of coronavirus cases in 
the country. On March 7, New York City declared a State of Emer-
gency, and on March 12, in an effort to mitigate the spread of the 
virus, Cuomo banned large gatherings (excluding schools) of 500 
people or more indefinitely. As a result, Broadway went dark, and 
for the first time in its history, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade has been 
cancelled.
        As of March 12th, a State of Emergency was declared in Nas-
sau County in order to gain access to emergency spending.  On 
March 15th, there were over 79 recorded cases of the virus and 
hundreds more in quarantine in Nassau County.  Due to the close 
proximity of cases of the virus to Syosset, people have become 
nervous.  AP Biology teacher Ms. Steinberg explained, “People are 
rightfully anxious because of the celerity (swiftness) with which 
the virus is spreading, coupled with the lack of available tests to 

accurately track those who are infectious. The unknown promotes 
the greatest fear.”  She further observed that “There was a signifi-
cant increase in absences on Friday compared to Thursday. I had 
60% and 99% attendance, respectively. I completely understand 
why parents have kept their children home.” Orchestra teacher Ms. 
Merten notes this as well, saying that she “had a steady increase of 
absences as the week progressed.” Due to the lack of district can-
cellations, many people stayed home from school, with over 600 
absences from Syosset High School on March 13th.       
        Tess Latham, a junior, said “I left early from school on Friday. 
My mom didn’t want me going in the first place, but I went be-
cause I thought it was probably going to be the last day for a while. 
It seemed like at least one third of the students and faculty were 
not there. Everyone was too worried about what was happening 
and as the day went on, I realized I’d had enough and wanted to 
go home.” This increase in absences is not unique to Syosset and 
can be observed around Nassau County. Ms. Merten says “one of 
my children’s schools has been closed until March 20. My other 
child had three days of school cancelled but attended any day the 
school was open; however, her class of 14 only had 6 students in 
attendance.” 
        Syosset’s policy had been to only cancel schools if there 
was a confirmed case in the district. As Superintendent Dr. Rog-
ers explaind, being “prepared, not panicked” is key. Syosset has 
been reducing the size of large gatherings, cleaning facilities, and 
planning for continuity of instruction through online schooling. On 
March 12, in an email sent to the entire district, Dr. Rogers quoted  
Governor Cuomo, who said that when “you close schools en mass, 
that’s entirely disruptive to the entire society,” and that he would be 
“unlikely to order precautionary school closures.” However, just 
a day later, on Friday March 13, the school announced the can-
cellation of all after school and weekend activities, in addition to 
closing school on March 16 for cleaning, despite the fact that there 
were still no confirmed cases of the coronavirus  (cont. on page 2)

The Coronavirus: Closer Than It Seems
Stella Chen and Saba Mehrzad 

Opinions Editor and Features Editor

*** DISCLAIMER: MOST OF THE ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE WERE WRITTEN PRIOR TO OUR SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO COVID-19. COMING 
EVENTS REFERENCED IN THIS ISSUE MAY HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. UPDATES TO COME***
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           On February 3rd, the 2020 election offi-
cially kicked off with the Iowa Caucus. What was 
supposed to be an early test of the democratic can-
didates turned into a test of the Iowa Caucus itself.
       Typically the first results are released an hour or 
so after the caucuses begin (7 pm) however this time 
more than four hours passed before anything was 
released. The country remained on edge, as it grew 
later and later into the night with absolutely no re-
sults and no explanation for the strange occurrence. 
Seeking a prime time audience candidates were 
forced to give what could best be described as vic-
tory speeches with no results to show for it. Finally, 
around midnight the leader of the Iowa Democratic 
Party (which runs the caucus), Troy Price emerged. 
According to Price, the organizers had refrained 
from releasing results due to concerns with the app 
used to measure results. The App a new addition to 
the Caucus was produced by, ironically, Shadow Inc 
and was riddled with problems. In addition to the 
app, a new rule forcing caucus leaders to report three 
sets of data, instead of one contributed to the sig-
nificant delays. Both these factors combined for the 
most confusing caucus in recent memory.
       In sets of data dumps released over the course 
of several days, the results were finally released. In 
a surprising turn of events, former mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, Pete Buttigieg, appeared victorious 
in the delegate count in a tight race with Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders. Sanders, however, cap-
tured the popular vote. Meanwhile Elizabeth Warren 
and Joe Biden, two presumed front runners trailed 
significantly behind. Even those results remain in 
doubt with some candidates now calling for a re-
count. 
       Unlike other primaries where you vote in a 
ballot box, results from Caucuses are measured like 
musical chairs. Caucus goers gather in high schools 
and community centers in each of Iowas 1,760 pre-
cincts. Initially supporters of each candidate cluster 
in groups across the room. In order (cont. on page 3) 

 Chaos In Iowa: Crucial 
First Caucus Ends In 

Calamity 
Peter Levy
Pulse Beats

               Syosset High School’s Science Olym-
piad Team (SCIOLY) recently placed 11th out of 
58 teams at the Science Olympiad tournament at 
the University of Pennsylvania (SOUP). Teams 
from eleven states and forty-three different cities 
competed on February 22 in over twenty events, 
including Forensics, Circuit Lab, and Boomilever. 
Highlights for Syosset included winning first in the 
Codebusters event and third in Astronomy. 
               Science Olympiad is a national tournament 
for students K-12 that promotes hands-on group 
participation across various fields such as biology, 
engineering, chemistry, and physics. There are 23 
official events, including Water Quality, Mousetrap 
Vehicle, Sounds of Music, and Protein Modeling. 
Over 7,800 middle school and high school teams 
from all fifty states across the U.S. compete each 
year. Each team can have no more than fifteen stu-
dents total, with two to three participants from each 
team competing in an event. There are multiple lev-
els of competition: regional, national, states, and 
invitational. The competition at UPenn is one of the 
most competitive invitationals in the country and is 
organized by current UPenn students. The competi-
tion commenced at 7am and the final events con-
cluded at 3pm. Students had an opportunity during 
the day to tour the campus of UPenn as well. At 
the closing ceremony, final team rankings were re-
vealed and medals were awarded to the top finishers 
in each event.
               Syosset High School’s Science Olympiad 
team was founded in 1985 and has placed well at 
the regional and state level. For the last eight years 

beginning in 2012, Syosset has taken the top spot 
at the Eastern Nassau County Regional competi-
tion. They have fared well at the state level as well, 
missing out on the top ten only once in the last 
decade. There are three teams- A, B, and C based 
on varying levels. Prior to UPenn, Syosset placed 
3rd at the invitational at Brown. The team has also 
attended competitions at MIT, Cornell, and Duke 
University this year. Syosset Science Olympiad 
will look to continue their success at States, held 
from March 13th to 14th at Le Moyne College in 
Syracuse, where they will face off against 61 other 
teams from all across New York. 
         A sophomore on the team shared what her 
favorite part about Science Olympiad is: “Scioly 
is a club where everyone truly feels like a team. 
Everyone is friends with one another regardless of 
grade and everyone is really supportive of one an-
other unlike other competitive clubs. The best part 
about the club is, without a doubt, the people in it 
because they’re really entertaining. Science Olym-
piad teaches time management, teamwork, and ob-
viously, science!”
               Science Olympiad meets every Friday 
in E6, although before competitions, practices may 
run throughout the entire week. It is advised by Ms. 
Castaneda, who also teaches chemistry at Syosset 
High School. There’s something for everyone- one 
can choose to be very competitive or choose to be a 
consultant and help out with organization and pre-
paring their peers for competitions. Follow the team 
on Instagram at @syossetso, where lots of pictures 
of their mascot, a rainbow alpaca, are posted!

Science Olympiad Went to UPenn
Caroline Hsu
Staff Writer

Syosset’s Science Olympiad Team at Regionals this year 
Credit: Caroline Ruggiero

(cont. from page 1) in Syosset. Many students have expressed dissatisfaction 
with the actions Syosset has taken thus far.  In a poll of 160 Syosset High 
School students, 71% of students responded that they were not happy with the 
school’s reaction to the pandemic. Junior Sophia Jaffe countered the rationale 
behind what has and has not been done, expressing that she thinks “not closing 
school and having kids spread the virus to other people, such as grandparents 
or other immunosuppressed people, could possibly result in people in stu-
dents’ lives dying, which disrupts kids’ lives far more than just closing school 
would.” Junior Kieran Kelly further explained, “responding reactively and not 
proactively is completely illogical and unstrategic. Waiting for a case to appear 
before closing doesn’t make any sense, especially with the coronavirus, since 
symptoms don’t show up for about two weeks.”
        Jaffe says that she understands “the school doesn’t have much of a say 
in what happens and that it really is up to the government.” Junior Emma Van 
Dorn says that “obviously I want school to be closed and I think it isn’t safe 
to have everyone in a crowded area”; however, she believes that “the school is 
doing everything it can right now” and that “there isn’t really a reason to shut 
down completely if the state is telling us not to.” She recognizes that there is 
an inherent danger in shutting down since many “are not going to quarantine 
themselves in their homes; they’re going to use the days off to see their friends 
and do things that still spread the virus.” 
        On March 15, Nassau County Executive Laura Curran ordered all public 
schools in Nassau County to close for two weeks.  She explained that “it is my 
job to weigh the benefits and risks of any one course of action and come up 

with the best conclusion, and I believe closing schools now is the right thing 
to do to protect our students, teachers, school workers and family members, 
parents and grandparents.” Due to this cancellation, online schooling will be-
gin on March 19th and 20th.  In times of uncertainty and systematic cancella-
tions, it is easy to become frightened. With this in mind, Ms. Steinberg aims 
to convey to all of her students, “I hope that if we stay home for a protracted 
duration that we can all still remain a connected community even if we are 
remote.  Above all, I want my students to feel safe and hopeful; I want them to 
know that I am here for them even if we are no longer in the same classroom.”  

BJs supermarket line for the cashier
Credit: Saba Mehrzad



NEWS/BEATS FEATURES3

        In March of 2018, Syosset Cen-
tral District Superintendent Dr. Thom-
as Rogers and Deputy Superintendent 
Adele Bovard noted a disproportion-
ately low number of female high school 
students in advanced STEM and busi-
ness classes. Alarmed, Ms. Bovard dis-
covered female students just didn’t see 
themselves in those fields.
         “The female students identified the 
lack of a female cohort as an obstacle,” 
Bovard explained. “I knew things had 
to change.”
       Thus, Syosset’s Women’s Leader-
ship Committee was formed, empow-
ering future female leaders by instill-
ing in them the core values, attitudes, 
and skills foundational for thoughtful 
leadership, particularly in business and 
STEM. Spearheaded by Ms. Theresa 
Berke, Mr. Matthew Fiasconaro, Ms. 
Deborah Contino, and Ms. Alison de-
Lauzon, the committee launched an 
ever-evolving initiative called G.I.R.L. 
Talk: Women in Leadership Speaker 
Series that introduces young women to 
female leaders in our community. 
      “Lack of role models is one of the 
main reasons why young women don’t 
go into higher-level jobs in their ca-
reers,” Berke said. “By exposing girls 
to women in career fields, we show 
them anything is possible.” 
      The Speaker Series focuses on 
women with careers in business and 
STEM-related fields, including entre-
preneurs, CEOs and leaders in many 
fields. Formats have included speakers’ 
presentations, panelists’ forums, Q&A 
sessions and the most recent Women in 
Leadership Power Brunch event. Mr. 
Fiasconaro was inspired by the out-
pouring of support.
          “Mentors have loved working 
with students, and it’s amazing to see 
the girls network and open up about po-
tential career paths that interest them,” 
Fiasconaro said. “Mentors have spoken 
to classes of students, provided intern-
ships for girls, and even opened their 
places of business for visits!”
     Empowered by speakers’ accom-

plishments and personal stories, a 
G.I.R.L. Talk member wrote to former 
First Lady Michelle Obama, conveying 
how the committee strove to embody 
her “Let Girls Learn” initiative. To 
everyone’s excitement, Mrs. Obama’s 
staff replied, thanking the members for 
their inspirational work, and inviting 
them to her “Becoming” book event. 
        It was such a motivational ex-
perience for everyone that it inspired 
a G.I.R.L. Talk member to launch her 
own international pen-pal program, 
Crossing Borders, to empower refu-
gee and migrant girls worldwide. This 
G.I.R.L. Talk supported initiative is a 
direct product and great example of 
proactive leadership, exemplifying 
positive intercultural exchange.     
          “It’s important for students to lead 
these initiatives so they can be comfort-
able with leadership roles from an early 
age,” Dr. Uzma Syed, a “Women Lead-
er” and a high school parent said.  
         In less than two years, the Wom-
en’s Leadership Committee’s mentor 
and student membership has grown 
significantly. As for G.I.R.L. Talk’s fu-
ture, Dr. Rogers shared his optimism.
        “We’re proud of the breadth of pro-
grams offered in Syosset, with cutting-
edge programs like Virtual Enterprise, 
Robotics, and Coding. I’m thrilled by 
our progress, the contributions of our 
community’s women leadership, and 
our students’ active role in leading this 
initiative.”
        Ms. Bovard also expressed her 
gratitude for the immense growth.  
        “All students are learning coding, 
allowing girls to find their creativity and 
voice,” Bovard said. “We are rework-
ing the middle schools’ business cur-
riculum to build on the elementary ex-
perience and opening doors for females 
at the high school level. I am proud to 
say that we have increased percentages 
of females in tech and business, and I 
expect that growth to continue.”

G.I.R.L. Talk: Empowering Future 
Women Leaders

Sabrina Guo
Staff Writer

Credit:Syosset Central School District
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Troy Price, leader of the Iowa Denocratic Party, speaks at a midnight 
press conference following the confusion over results

Credit: https://www.npr.org

        Valentine’s Day is the day of love, presents, chocolate, flowers, and… 
acapella? Syosset High School is the place to be for a front row seat to see 
talented acapella singers serenading people on this special day. 
        The week before Valentine’s Day, students in Choral Pride and the 
Adelettes group sold singing valentines during lunch periods. Students 
purchased the five dollar valentine and got to choose who they wanted to 
be serenaded. Some people bought them for their loved ones, and others 
for their friends. On February 14, the singing groups went to different 
classrooms and serenaded students and faculty that were chosen. I wit-
nessed about six singing valentines!
        However, since a lot of teachers were testing that day, the singers 
weren’t allowed to come into some classes and had to be turned away. 
Some lenient teachers allowed them to come back at the end of the period, 
other times the choral groups returned during another period.
         A lot of people wonder where all the money goes after an event like 
this. After asking someone who was apart of the singing valentines, she 
said that they raise the money for performance fees and just in general the 
Syosset community. There is always money needed somewhere for things 
like field trips, events, and this was a great way to raise some money for 
those things. 
        A singing valentine customer, Lauren Graziosi said, “I witnessed a 
bunch of singing valentines. I bought one for my friend and at first she 
was so mad at me but in the end she started laughing and I think she actu-
ally enjoyed it.”  The singing valentines brought great joy to the seem-
ingly stressful high school environment. 

Love Is In The Air
Diya Pindiprolu 

Staff Writer

(cont. from page 2) to move on from this initial round and be considered 
a serious contender or “viable”, a candidate must get at least 15% of the 
vote at any given precinct. In this caucus that would be represented by 
15% of caucus-goers aligning themselves with a given candidate. Those 
candidates who fail to meet this threshold are deemed unviable and their 
supporters are forced to join another group in the realignment phase. Af-
ter hours of swapping, the final tallies are counted. Then each of the can-
didates are awarded a set number of delegates based on their results at 
each caucus site. The candidate with the most delegates wins the precinct. 
On a macro-scale, the candidate who wins the most precincts wins Iowa 
and its three delegates. This unique process is also chaotic since rather 
than being measured by hard votes, Iowa is measured in people and pres-
ents a very fluid voting situation.  
               As well as being unique in its methodology Iowa has always 
played a significant role in the election cycle. Being the first to vote in 
the election cycle, the Iowa caucus has an enormous amount of power in 
shaping the future of the race. It is the first true measurement of the can-
didates and their performance in Iowa can make or break their campaign. 
Those who do well in Iowa generate momentum in future states and get 
tangible credibility as a candidate who can win. In the past, Iowa has 
been the place where unknown candidates have made their break into the 
mainstream. It was due to his overwhelming performance in Iowa that 
Barrack Obama surged past the well established Hillary Clinton for the 
presidency. However, those who do poorly will usually drop out, narrow-
ing the field to just a few front runners. After this year’s caucus presiden-
tial hopeful Andrew Yang and Michael Bennet dropped out after receiv-
ing dire vote totals in the single digits. Meanwhile, the surprising victory 
of Pete Buttigieg gave him significant momentum into New Hampshire.
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        Canvas and Google Classroom are the two main platforms that teachers use 
to provide their students with assignments, notes, and other essential information. 
Many students believe that using both websites can be confusing and hard to man-
age. For many people, Google Classroom has been implemented since the first day 
of middle school, and they have learned how to use it with ease. However, Canvas 
was just introduced to the freshman class, and can be hard to access and navigate 
for most of them. 
        After surveying many freshmen, a shared opinion has been expressed that 
they would prefer teachers to use Google Classroom. Ava Modarresi said, “I prefer 
Google Classroom because it is easier to access on my Chromebook. Canvas has a 
complicated log in process since it requires a different ID than Google Classroom, 
which is used on a daily basis. All the other teachers use the classroom, so when 
one teacher uses Canvas it makes everything more complicated.” Jamie Kurtz, an-
other freshman, explained, “I like Google Classroom because most teachers use it 
and there’s only a few teachers that use Canvas, so it’s annoying to switch back and 
forth.” Kurtz and Modarresi share similar opinions that Google Classroom is much 
more efficient. After asking Ethan Hatz if he prefers Google Classroom or canvas 
he said, “GOOGLE CLASSROOM!!” It is now clear that most people find Canvas 
hard to navigate, confusing, and unnecessary to use when google classroom is so 
much easier and sufficient. 
        There are many other reasons as to why Google Classroom is “superior” to 
Canvas. Since many students have Google Classroom as an app on their phone, it 
sends students alerts when their assignments are due. Because of this app, it re-
minds students to complete and turn in their work which leads to better grades. Not 
only does Google Classroom have this ability, but it also allows students to post 
private comments to their teachers if they have any questions or need assistance on 
anything they’re confused on. Canvas could have these abilities but the freshman 
class wouldn’t know because they weren’t taught how to use it. The only thing the 
freshman were taught on Canvas is how to access and turn in assignments but even 
that can be difficult to do at times!
        However, after interviewing more people, Canvas seemed to be a better re-
source than Google Classroom. Julietta Roseli a freshman said, “I think it is impor-
tant that we learn how to use it because it is the program they use in college and my 
sister who is in college loves it!” Also, some teachers say that grading on Canvas is 
infinitely easier because you can write or type your answers. Teachers that use Can-
vas believe students have more access to their grades on Canvas and it is easier to 
navigate without having to scroll through everything. Canvas is an Integrating plat-
form which is what most colleges use and it can be helpful to learn how to use it. 
        It seems as though the prevailing issue with canvas is the inaccessibility for 
younger students.  Once these students get the hang of Canvas, they may enjoy it 
more!

Canvas vs Google Classroom
Diya Pindiprolu

Staff Writer

        The X Factor, a popular reality TV show that takes place in the United 
Kingdom, will not be returning to the screen in 2020, to the disappointment of 
many fans. The show has been playing on televisions all across the world for 
sixteen years, airing annually from September until December, and has over 445 
episodes. This popular series allowed unrecognized, talented singers to compete 
against one another in hopes of winning the grand prize, a recording contract. 
Fans tuned in on Saturday nights to watch rising stars perform in front of hun-
dreds of people.
        Many pop-stars have been discovered from this show including finalists 
James Arthur, Scarlett Lee, Olly Murs, One Direction, Little Mix, Leona Lewis 
and Sam Bailey. Despite the show’s success, Simon Cowell who is the show’s 
so called “boss,” as well as one of the judges of The X-Factor decided to rest the 
series for the next twelve months.
         Despite being on air for a relatively long time, The X-Factor has taken a hit in 
ratings over the past few years. The television industry has become increasingly 
competitive and many new series have similar methods to The X-Factor show.  
The X-Factor was hit with its lowest ever ratings when the Celebrity series aired 
its first live show earlier this year. During this series, the show had about 2.97 

million viewers. In comparison to the average viewing figures of 14.13 million 
that the show pulled in at its prime in 2010, this number was significantly low. 
        Fans have expressed their disappointment in the discontinuation of the 
show. One fan posted a photo on Instagram of their first time going to one of The 
X-Factor shows, captioning it, “I don’t think I could go one year without watch-
ing my favorite show every Saturday night:(“. But, to the pleasant surprise of 
many, The X-Factor is still contracted for one more season after its break. How-
ell expressed that the break will be beneficial to future seasons. A TV insider 
explained to The Sun newspaper that “Simon wants to really think through the 
show and how to reinvigorate it for the future.” 
        Additional hope for the shows future return is found in Cowell’s statement 
“I am thrilled our relationship with ITV is to continue for the foreseeable future. 
ITV has always been home to Britain's Got Talent and The X-Factor and this 
long-term commitment shows mutual respect in our partnership”. The great re-
lationship between ITV and Cowell further foreshadows the continuation of The 
X-Factor in the future, to the satisfaction of millions of fans across the globe who 
will be ready for the shows come-back after its short break. 

The X Factor’s End

Diya Pindiprolu
Staff Writer

Credit: https://en.wikipedia.org

        Every year, students and teachers at Syosset High School partici-
pate in the St. Baldrick’s event to fund research for childhood cancer. St. 
Baldrick’s. St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a volunteer-based charity that 
enables people to donate money towards cancer research and to donate 
their hair to young kids diagnosed with cancer. This year, our high school 
is hosting the annual St. Baldrick’s fundraiser on March 27, 2020.
        Every year, Dylan Fried, Danny Segal, and Syosset High School 
teacher Mr. Loew raise a significant amount of money. Fried and Segal 
have raised nearly $4,600, and Loew has raised almost $2,200. Along 
with other teachers, Loew has shavd his head every year at the fundraiser. 
He believes it is important for others to support this cause. Mr. Loew 
explains, “Ever since I was 18 years old I have donated blood. It’s a way 
I can help others. I became friends with teachers who ran the Baldrick’s 
event and they introduced me to it. Blood drives helped people in need, 
and so would shaving my head!”  Mr. Loew furthers, “I am competitive 
and enjoy doing this for a cause. If one person donates, another person is 
influenced to do it as well.  
        Junior Dylan Fried started to shave his head when he was a fresh-
man, “I saw the poster for ‘GO BALD’ and my friend cracked a joke 
about how much I love my hair. I decided to shave my head. My friends 
were shocked that I’m willing to lose my hair but I understand that my 
hair comes back and it’s for a good cause.  Now, I shave my head for 
the great feeling I get. Even though I’m drastically changing my look, 
I smile because of the good I’m doing. I have also competed to raise 
the most money so I can win a medal and be the first to shave my head. 
Freshman year, I competed against Mr. Loew, my teacher at the time, and 
sophomore year was against another student Danny Segal. So far I am the 
running champion 2 years in a row. It doesn’t matter if 20 people raise 
$50 or if one person raises $1000. All the money goes to a great cause.” 
Raising money for this event is another way to contribute to research for 
childhood cancer. So far, Syosset High School has raised nearly $18,000. 

Haircuts for a Cause
Ava Modarresi

Staff Writer

Credit: https://www.stbaldricks.org/
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        Fans of all ages of the television show “Friends” 
were excited to hear that they will soon have a 
filmed reunion. From its release in 1994, the come-
dy Friends has been popular amongst audiences be-
cause of its relatable characters - Rachel (Jennifer 
Aniston), Monica (Courteney Cox), Phoebe (Lisa 
Kudrow), Joey ( Matt LeBlanc), Chandler (Mat-
thew Perry) and Ross (David Schwimmer), who are 
in their twenties and live in New York City. Those 
six friends go through almost every life experience 
imaginable together - love, heartbreaks, fights, new 
jobs, job losses, marriage, divorce, children, and 
tons of other drama. To the disappointment of many 
fans, the show ended its 236 episode run in 2004. 
When Friends was introduced to Netflix in 2015, 
Friends became loved by a new generation that 

wasn’t old enough to watch the show during its 
original run. Friends was so popular on Netflix that 
in 2018, Netflix began to pay up to $100 million to 
continue licensing the program from WarnerMedia, 
$70 million more than it had previously been pay-
ing. 
        The reunion, which will be available on HBO 
Max,  is expected to be an “untitled and unscripted 
special”, meaning that it will not be a reboot of the 
scripted series, but instead will be similar to a docu-
mentary style show. In May, all six of the original 
cast members will return to the Warner Bros sound-
stage where the original show was filmed. The stars 
posted identical Instagram photos with the caption 
“it's happening”, to promote the highly anticipated 
reunion. 

        Kevin Reilly, chief content officer of HBO 
Max commented "Guess you could call this the one 
where they all got back together... ", in a press re-
lease regarding the upcoming reunion. The reunion 
is sure to excite fans who were upset by the shows 
end, and satisfy their desire for a continuation of the 
beloved series.  

Credit: https://gadgets.ndtv.com

        On January 6, 2020, Net-
flix released the official trailer 
for their new documentary tele-
vision series, or docuseries, 
Cheer. The show immediately 
drew the attention of the media 
and television watchers across 
the country. On January 8, the 
six episode season was official-
ly released on Netflix.
        The “docuseries” follows 
the Navarro Community Col-
lege cheer team as they prepare 
for their national competition in 
Daytona, Florida at the end of 
the season. The episodes show 
the physical and mental strain 
that cheerleading puts on ath-
letes and how cheerleaders are 
more than just a school’s stereo-
typical “pretty girls.” 
        The series also tells the sto-
ries of the hard upbringings that 
many members of the team had. 
One of the athletes, Jerry Har-
ris, lost his mom when he was 
younger. Harris had to compete 
at a cheer competition the day 
after his loss. In the show, Har-
ris describes how he tries to live 
everyday as positively as pos-
sible and attempts to put a smile 
on his face. Another member of 
the team who has encountered 
many hardships is Morgan Sim-
ianer. Simianer’s parents aban-
doned her when she was young 
and she had to live in a trailer 
alone for a few years until she 
was taken in by her grandpar-
ents. Viewers also get insight 
into the life of the team's coach, 
Monica Aldama. Aldama tells 
the story of how she used a busi-
ness degree as a tool to help her 
build up her Navarro team and 

help it become one of the best 
cheer teams in the nation.
        Cheer is filled with drama 
- from serious injuries to poor 
decisions and students getting 
kicked off of the team. Even ce-
lebrities have become obsessed 
with the drama of the new hit 
show. Chrissy Teigen, Reese 
Witherspoon, and Hailey Beiber 
are among the large list of celeb-
rities that have displayed their 
love and support for the team 
through social media. 
        The Navarro cheer team has 
had many opportunities since 
the show aired. The team ap-
peared on The Ellen Show twice 
- one time they even taught Ken-
dall Jenner one of their routines. 
The Ellen Show also provided 
Harris with the opportunity to 
be an interviewer at The Oscars. 
Harris met Brad Pitt and many 
other A-listers at the awards cer-
emony. 
        Fans have been eager to 
know if there will be a season 
two of the show. It has been re-
vealed that despite the success 
of the first season, the likelihood 
of a second season happening is 
low due to Varsity, the company 
that owns all the cheer competi-
tions, making a new rule stating 
“teams may jeopardize their eli-
gibility to compete in the NCA 
& NDA Collegiate Cheer and 
Dance Championship if they 
participate in a televised pro-
gram or print media”.
        Cheer has an incredible way 
of “hooking” viewers, making 
it hard to stop watching! It is 
a perfect show for people who 
love drama and competition. 

Cheers for Cheer 

Julia Schenone
Staff Writer

        About two and a half years ago the original romantic comedy, To All The Boys I 
Loved Before, directed by Susan Johnson, premiered on Netflix. The show features actors 
such as Lana Condor, Janel Parrish, Anna Cathcart, and fan-favorite, Noah Centineo. It is 
one of Netlifx’s most viewed original films ever created. The movie is about high school-
er Lara Jean Covey who wrote a letter to all of the boys that she has ever had a crush on.  
Lara Jean’s life changes when her little sister sends out the letters that she wrote. Even 
only a few days after the movie’s release, fan accounts were made, videos were created, 
and articles were written that raved about this new rom-com. Soon, many people were 
demanding for a sequel - and now fans are finally getting one! 
        “To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before: P.S. I Still Love You” will be released to Netflix 
on February 12th, 2020.  The second movie will be based on the second book from the 
“To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before” series. The movie will feature the return of Lana 
Condor and Noah Centineo, reprising their roles as Lara Jean and Peter Kovinsky. The 
movie will also star actors like Jordan Fisher as John Ambrose, and “Thirteen Reasons 
Why” actor Ross Butler, who did not appear in the first movie. Unlike in the first movie, 
now Lara Jean and Peter are not pretending to be a couple but are in an official relation-
ship. Everything in their relationship is going well until one of Lara Jean's past crushes, 
John Ambrose, re-enters her life after responding to her letter. Lara Jean is faced with a 
crisis: can she love two boys at the same time? 
        The movie’s cast members are just as excited as fans are about the movie’s release. 
Condor posted a video with her co-stars, Centineo and Fisher captioning it, “Triangles, 
Triangles and more Triangles. Four more days till All The Boys: P.S. I Still Love You 
premieres on @netflix worldwide. LETS GOOOO!” foreshadowing the major conflict of 
the long awaited sequel. Centineo shared an Instagram post of himself and Condor say-
ing “February 12th.” Fisher posted a video of him and Condor with the caption, “Can’t 
wait for you all to meet John Ambrose… 8 days! @entertainmentweekly”. Fans have also 
expressed their excitement over social media. One fan posted a video that they made of  
Lara Jean and Peter with the caption “I can’t wait for this to come out next Wednesday. 
I’ve been waiting a good year for this!” 
        The wait will soon be over when “To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before: P.S. I Love 
You” is finally released on Netflix. The anticipation for the release hints that the beloved 
sequel is bound to be just as successful as the original. To the excitement of many fans, a 
third movie will likely be filmed in the future as well. 

“To All the Boys I Loved 
Before” Returns!

 Lauren Graziosi
Staff Writer

Credit: https://www.comingsoon.net

Friends Again?
Emma Blau
Staff Writer
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        The 51st annual NAACP Awards were held on February 22, 2020 
in Pasadena, California. NAACP stands for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, which was established in 
1909. The award show is held to recognize people of color in the mu-
sic, film, and literature industries.
        There were many talented nominees running in each award cat-
egory. The nominees for the Entertainer of the Year award included 
Lizzo, Billy Porter, Angela Bassett, Regina King, and Tyler Perry. 
For Outstanding Comedy Series, some of the shows competing were 
Ballers, Black-ish, Dear White People, Grown-ish, and The Neigh-
borhood.
        One notable winner of the Outstanding Drama Series award 
was Greenleaf. Kelly Rowland was recognized for Outstanding Guest 
Performance in a Comedy or Drama Series. Jada Pinkett Smith took 
home an award for Outstanding Host in a Talk or News/Information 
Series or Special, and Family Reunion won an award for Outstanding 
Children’s Program. Michael B Jordan took home the title of Out-
standing Actor in a Motion Picture.
        Jill Scott performed at the awards ceremony singing “Do You 
Remember” and “The Way”. Blue Ivy, Beyonce’s daughter, surprised 
fans when she won the Outstanding Duo, Group, or Collaboration 
award for her part in the song “Brown Girl” in The Lion King movie. 
Ivy worked with her mother and WizKid on the song. 
        Rihanna shared her powerful beliefs on black rights and her pride 
in African American accomplishments during a passionate speech at 
the awards ceremony. Rihanna told the audience, “when we're march-
ing and protesting and posting about the Michael Brown Jr. 's and the 
Atatiana Jeffersons of the world, tell your friends to pull up.”
        The NAACP awards program not only rewards people of color 
who excel in the arts, but also social and political activists who use 
their fame and platforms to promote racial equality. There are sev-
eral honorary awards in this category, such as the Chairman’s Award, 
President’s Award, Image Awards Hall of Fame, Entertainer of the 
Year, The Jackie Robinson Sports Award, and the Vanguard Award for 
this purpose. People around the world tuned in to watch this exciting 
awards show and celebrate the accomplishments of some of the great-
est celebrities of color. 

The 2020 NAACP Awards
Julia Schenone

Staff Writer

LGBT+ Presence in 
Children’s Entertainment

Alyssa Pinto
Staff Writer

Credit: https://www.cnn.com

        Recently, the amount 
of open same-sex relation-
ships and queer characters 
on television have sky-
rocketed. With this new de-
velopment, many parents 
of young children have 
stated they do not want to 
see LGBTQ+ represen-
tation in their children’s 
shows because it’s “too 
early” for them to know 
about such ''behaviors''. 
However, change is hap-
pening, and representation 
is increasing despite these 
obstacles. For example, 
Nickelodeon’s “The Loud 
House” is casually show-
ing same-sex relationships, 
Disney’s Good Luck Char-
lie features two moms, and 
Disney’s “Andi Mack” has 
recently introduced their 
first openly gay character. 
Not everyone fits into the 
typical cisgendered (those 
who identify with the gen-
der they were born with), 
straight mold. People have 
different ideas of who they 
are in terms of gender and 
sexual orientation, and 
LGBT+ representation in 
media should not be la-
beled as negative. Shelter-
ing youth from this truth 
leads children to create an 
unrealistic view of society 
and believe that being a 
part of the LGBT+ com-
munity is something that 
should be treated as abnor-
mal. 
        Andi Mack is the story 
of an Asian-American teen 
girl who finds out she is the 
result of a teen pregnancy 
and that her absent teen-
age sister is actually her 
mother. The show depicts 

the journey of Andi and 
her friends finding them-
selves and details their ex-
periences navigating life as 
young adults. Joshua Rush, 
the actor who plays Cyrus 
on Andi Mack, recently 
stood up to a commenter 
on Twitter following the 
release of his character’s 
coming out episode. 
          Due to the homophobia 
that exists in our country 
today there are, of course, 
people who believe that 
children’s networks should 
not air queer content. The 
commenter stated that Dis-
ney should be ashamed for 
sending a poor message to 
young adults in a show that 
had shown positive lessons 
before. Rush immediately 
responded to the tweet 
saying that he was proud 
of the LGBT+ representa-
tion in the show and that, 
“..gay kids are gonna exist 
no matter whether you like 
it or not. And we need to 
support and love all kids 
in every way we can. So 
when someone realizes 
they are gay, I want them 
to identify with some-
thing so they're not alone." 
Hopefully, as time goes on 
and people become more 
accepting, more powerful 
moments like Cyrus’ com-
ing out can happen more 
often without backlash for 
the LGBTQ+ community 
can increase.
        Some cultures and reli-
gions believe non-straight 
or cisgender behaviors 
are sinful. However, these 
are not legitimate reasons 
to suppress anyone else’s 
sexuality or gender iden-

tity, keeping a child from 
media that includes queer 
portrayals and does not 
make anyone else's truth 
any less valid or existent.           
       If all we saw portrayed 
in the media was that peo-
ple who love the color red 
are the most common, and 
that everyone loves red. 
But what if sprinkled in 
with people who love red 
are people who love pink 
or blue or green? In the 
same manner, increased 
representation would en-
tail wider inclusivity, more 
tolerance, and more diver-
sity. 
        While much more 
work needs to be done be-
fore LGBT+ representa-
tion in children’s programs 
is normalized, having 
people who are willing to 
take a stand for this cause 
is one step in the right di-
rection. Seeing representa-
tives of the LGBT+ com-
munity portrayed on the 
media can help children to 
feel comfort in knowing 
that we are not alone, or 
help us to learn that differ-
ences should be celebrated 
and individuals should be 
respected. Positive repre-
sentation in media for the 
LGBT+ community means 
kids can and will grow up 
more open and accepting 
about who they and others 
truly are.

Credit:   https://theloudhouse.fandom.com

https://www.telegraph.co.uk
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We Do Not Need a Space Force
Ethan Chiu
Staff Writer

Save Syosset School Spirit
 Chloe Sohn

Opinions Editor

        Space is one of the final non-militarized frontiers. With new technolo-
gies sprouting based in space, America finds its space dominance increasingly 
harder to maintain as foreign nations begin to launch competing space pro-
grams. While the militarization of space is inevitable, new information has 
shown that the Space Force is just another unnecessary bureaucratic layer of 
aerospace organizations.
        Military organization should always be secondary to the need to deal with 
a threat. Because the aerial and space combat can be better facilitated without 
a strict line dividing atmospheric from space warfare, there is no need to have 
both the US Air Force and the Space Force to operate separately while main-
taining the same commander. The Space Force is an unnecessary addition to 
the various government space organizations including NASA, NOAA, and 
NRO. Government spending will only increase as politicians call for more 
funding for the new Space Force at the expense of social welfare programs. 
Many generals have already warned against the creation of another bureau-
cratic hurdle, which politicians do not seem to understand. The Air Force has 
spearheaded America’s space command for over half a century, so there is no 
reason a fully functional organization should be dismantled in favor of a new, 
untested organization. Without this divide, space and atmospheric warfare can 

be better integrated as new developments are happening in both fields, mak-
ing integration necessary as multirole space and atmospheric combat fighters 
begin to be developed.
        The Space Force is unorganized and does not have a proper function in 
the US military. Currently, there are a limited number of staffing opportuni-
ties due to the inherently limited function of space warfare in the modern 
world. There are no countries militarizing space as much as the United States 
is. The weapons used in land warfare do not exist in space and there are no 
weapons that Space Force members can use to fight. The current functions of 
the Space Force will encompass the satellite defense functions which the Air 
Force Space Command used to operate. Because space doctrine is not devel-
oped, space warfare is purely hypothetical at this point.
        Even though space warfare may be inevitable, a Space Force is not needed 
as it only creates more problems. America has no need to further complicate 
the already oversized bureaucracy which destroys our lethality and leads to 
unnecessary budget increases. The Space Force presents an inefficient and 
wasteful method to increase the size of the military bureaucracy.

Credit: https://www.dailystar.co.uk

        School spirit contributes to a sense of culture 
and identity in the school and allows students to be-
come more engaged with their peers. However, at 
Syosset High School, the majority of students hold 
little enthusiasm for representing the school, which 
is evident in the lack of participation in school-
wide events. 
        The severe lack of school spirit this school year 
has not gone unnoticed by the student body, and 
there is a general agreement among students that 
solutions must be implemented in order to remedy 
this situation. Although there are several represen-
tatives and individuals that are currently working 
to raise school spirit by planning more events, the 
only true solution for Syosset’s lack of spirit is 
for students to assume responsibility and involve 
themselves in more school events and activities. 
While many students complain about this lack of 
school spirit, very few actually work to do anything 
about it.
      At many high schools, sports teams and their 
support bases represent the sort of school spirit 
that Syosset lacks. The number of supporters at the 
vast majority of Syosset’s competitions and sport-
ing events is insubstantial. The audience at school 
productions, plays, and concerts is generally sparse 

when compared with that of other high schools. 
Even at Homecoming, which should be one of the 
biggest events of the year, the total number of spec-
tators is far below what could be expected at almost 
any other school.
        One cause of the deficient levels in school spir-
it may be the vast amount of sports and extracur-
riculars at Syosset. With the large amount of teams 
and clubs available, the student body fails to unify 
behind just one. To some extent, the responsibility 
also falls on the members of the teams and those 
who plan events. Without enthusiasm in promoting 
games and a general lack of awareness of events, 
the student body cannot be mobilized to support the 
school. Overall, however, the major contributor to 
the lack of school spirit is the general apathy sur-
rounding extracurriculars at Syosset.
        While school spirit at Syosset is generally fairly 
low, there are some events that prove an exception 
to this, such as Spirit Week and Pep Rally, where 
students can dress up following a different theme 
each day. While collectively dressing up unifies the 
school and binds the community, these events only 
occur once a year and yet, many people still choose 
not to participate. 
        Unlike many other schools in the country that 

have a junior prom as well as a senior prom, Syos-
set has not put as much emphasis on junior prom 
in the past few years. Junior class representatives 
have recognized this and have therefore proposed 
a new event. Junior Class President Krish Pamnani 
states, “Due to a popular demand, the junior class 
is hosting a Spring Fling on April 24 for all juniors. 
We hope to see everyone there.” Students can show 
school spirit by attending this new event and en-
couraging others to do so as well.
        The overarching issue of lacking school spirit 
is not one that can be easily solved. Possibly due 
to Syosset’s high-pressure environment as well as 
diversity of interests among students, negative at-
titudes about the school have become widespread 
among students. However, students cannot simply 
wait for more events to be created or for the school 
to suddenly become spirited if they truly want to 
bring about change. Each student must take respon-
sibility to proactively strive to improve school spir-
it. Students can do so by showing greater support 
for teams and clubs as well as attend the upcoming 
Spring Fling and other future events.
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        The Syosset Girls' Varsity Lacrosse team is looking 
towards a very exciting season, especially after their very 
successful previous season score of 9 wins and 5 losses. The 
team has many impressive players, some of which are com-
mitted to colleges for the sport. These players include Kayla 
Gulmi commited to Villanova University, Kendall Halpern 
committed to North Western University, Tori Cini committed 
to Holy Cross University, Riley Kelly committed to Vassar 
University and juniors Nikki Fanelli committed to the Uni-
versity of Southern California and Jessica Colallio committed 
to Bryant University.
        With lacrosse being a wildly popular sport on Long Is-
land, the Lady Braves face some fierce competition, but their 
head coach Lauren Lomonico helps them persevere and come 
out on top. A member of the team says that this year is their “ 
Revenge Tour” because they still have a lot left to prove and 
a lot of teams to prove it to. A big challenge that the girls are 
going to face this year is forgetting their past seasons while 
remembering to learn from them. The girls want to leave their 
mistakes behind, but improve on them so they have a better 
season. Although the girls all have individual goals like im-
proving stick skills and shots, they have one common goal, 
which is to make it through the playoffs. While the girls have 
faced obstacles in past playoff games, the team continues 
to push and have faith in each other to make it through this 
year’s games. Senior Riley Kelly says that the biggest chal-
lenge she thinks they'll face is “getting in their own heads”. 
The girls will need to mentally prepare themselves in order to 
have a better season, through which the team is bound to find 
success.
        Senior Kayla Gulmi says it best when she says the leg-
acy the girls want to leave behind is “Expect Nothing, Work 
harder”. Kayla says she wants to leave her last season here in 
Syosset with not only a county championship, but also a les-
son to younger girls, which is that hard work pays off. These 
girls are showing us that the Syosset lacrosse program isn't 
only a team, but a family where the girls look out for and en-
courage each other. 
        We hope the team achieves the success that they are striv-
ing for and shows their successes to the competition. You’ve 
got this girls and go Braves!

 The Girls Varsity 
Lacrosse Team Wants an 

“Revenge Tour” 
Jillian Oresky
Staff Writer

Credit: Instagram @syossetgirlslax20

        The Syosset Varsity Boys Basketball team has had a great season so 
far with a 7-4 Conference record and 10-10 overall record and a place in 
the finals. Their latest game against Freeport allowed the team to clinch 
a playoff berth. This means that the team is currently on track to enter 
the playoffs based on the number of wins that they have had through-
out the season. In fact, the team’s current standings are greatly improved 
compared to last year's Conference record of 3-9 and overall 8-11 record. 
According to Senior Ryan Clark, the team’s success this year is attributed 
to Coach Gregory Cardona’s continued support and the teamwork and 
comradery that he promotes during practices and games. 
        The team’s last four games have been great successes with the games 
against Port Washington, Freeport, Oceanside, and Massapequa ending 
with scores of 49-58, 78-42, 63-39, and 58-51. While the team was unable 
to secure another game to continue their three win streak after their latest 
game against Port Washington, Syosset was still able to beat their oppo-
nents in other ways. For example, Syosset had the highest scorer between 
both teams, Chris Pettinato, who scored a total of 19 points. In fact, Pet-
tinato scored a total of five 3-pointers and two free throws. 
        These games best exemplify Syosset’s capabilities and the athletes on 
the team were able to showcase their abilities on the court through their 
high number of rebounds and scored points. For instance, in their latest 
game against Freeport, Senior Alex Savetz was able to score 19 points 
and continue to help the team with eight rebounds and four steals, which 
alongside the 18 points scored by Zach Starr, allowed the team to gain a 
large lead against their competition. The Syosset Braves gained a large 
lead in the third quarter where the team had an 18 point lead of 31-13.
        Their recent matchup against Massapequa was a close call with a final 
score of 58-51, but it ended the two loss streak that the team had against 
Farmingdale and Uniondale. This game against Massapequa was key as 
it allowed for the team’s attitude to change into a positive one, especially 
after playing a team that is a rival such as Massapequa. According to ath-
lete and Senior Noah Hirschegger, the team’s overall morale increased 
and allowed the team to succeed in the next two games. The team’s suc-
cess during this game is also attributed to the multiple points scored by the 
athletes. For example, the players Alex Savetz, Matt Lindenman, Chris 
Pittinato, Drew Breslow, Danny Segal, and Ryan Clark, who scored 15, 
14, 13, 7, 6, and 3 points, respectively.
        All in all, it is evident through the team’s success that Coach Cardona 
is able to bring the team together and harness their strengths. This con-
tinued attitude of teamwork and hard work against the competition and 
obstacles is what truly makes the Syosset Varsity Boys Basketball team a 
representation of what it means to be a Brave. Congratulations to the team 
on such great successes this season and we can’t wait to see what you all 
have to show to the rest of your competition on the court!

Credit: Instagram @syossetbravesbasketball

The Syosset Boys 
Basketball Team Nets a 

Positive Record
 Chris Cizmeciyan

Sports Editor


